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FROM THE PRESIDENT

I hope that most of you have received
my email requesting that you renew your
membership ASAP. WHY? ‘Cause we love
you! And our dollar (exchange) is worth more;
we want to keep your journal coming and we
need the money.

Ken & Madeleine Webb stopped by
my home the other day and dropped off more
plants for our Raffle or whatever use we may
have for them. When you see Ken or
Madeleine please express your thanks for
their generosity.

If anyone has any suggestions or
guestions regarding the meetings or our
activities please contact me or any executive
member. We will act on it immediately, if
appropriate or get back to you as to the status
of your suggestion/question.

Christmas is just around the corner
and we will be having our annual Xmas “Pot
Luck” dinner and auction. If you have
anything to donate please contact Al or Gaylle
McRae.

Well that's it for now — look forward to
seeing you at the November meeting,

Paul
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OUR OCTOBER SPEAKER
JEFF HALLWORTH

The Nanaimo Rhododendron Society
5 welcomes all guests to our November 12
meeting. We will be presenting Jeff Hallworth,
xnwowowow [ Invasive Plant Specialist, Ministry of Forests
# 0 $ " and Range. Jeff’s topic will be Preventing

Further Introductions of Invasive Horticultural
& . 1 Plants. Come to learn and be surprised!

2 Questions will be addressed after the

ng o presentation and you will find Jeff to be
extremely knowledgeable in the area of native
34" nnomgomomo g plants and invasive threats to those natives in
our region.
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New Alternate Director for ARS District 1

Congratulations to Mary Parker of Nanaimo
who has been elected by acclamation as the
Alternate Director for ARS District 1 (BC).
Having assumed this position, she is now the
district's nominee for Director and will take over
that job when Ron Knight's term is completed
at the end of May 2010.

Mary is a veteran rhododendron collector. She
is a past-president of the Mount Arrowsmith
Rhododendron Society and has experience on
ARS committees. Mary is known as a very
friendly and out-going person and District 1 is
fortunate to have her as part of the leadership
team.

The Ultimate Rhododendron Conference —
April 9 — 11, 2010

The conference is being held at Canada’s
premier rhododendron garden: UBC Botanical
Garden, Vancouver. It's designed for all
gardeners who want to learn more about
rhododendrons. The conference features
classroom and field experiences at 2 learning
levels taught by Douglas Justice and Ron
Knight, tours of 3 world-class gardens, rhodo
sales, and on-campus suite accommodation.
Veteran rhododendron collectors will enjoy
Douglas’ advanced classes and Ron Knight's
novice classes will be a great place for newer
club members to learn all the basics of
rhododendron culture and care.
Conference registrations are arriving each
week from rhodophiles up and down the West
Coast. In November, thanks to BC Council of
Garden Clubs’ president Louis Peterson
(former president of Vancouver Rhododendron
Society), all of their members will be receiving
an information package. Rhododendron club
members are reminded to send in

registrations now in order to ensure that one
of the 100 conference spaces is reserved for
you and you are eligible for the early booking
discount ($130 before December 31st; $155
after). Conference details and a printable
registration form may be obtained from the
District 1 website: www.rhodos.ca (click on
“registration form” and “information” halfway
down the page under April 9 — 11).

ARS Research Foundation Grant Awarded

Creating new hybrid Rhododendrons for
improved fragrance, fragrance in
yellows, oranges and purples, handsome
foliage and heat tolerance.
Kristi O'Donnell, Director Meerkerk Rhododendron
Gardens Greenbank, WA 98253

Meerkerk Rhododendron Gardens, founded in
1961, has been involved with hybridizing
rhododendrons since the 1970’s. The projects
objective is to create fragrant hybrid rhododendrons
with uniquely pigmented flowers and handsome
foliage with a tolerance of drier summer soils. On
Whidbey Island, because it is in a rain-shadow,
summers are drier than surrounding regions. Some
crosses will use R. macrophyllum in the hopes that
hybrids will be more tolerant of drier conditions. The
public is also often unaware that many
rhododendrons are fragrant. If the goal is obtained
of developing hybrids with fragrance in colors such
as yellow, orange or deep purple, good looking
form and foliage as well as tolerance of drier sails,
then this would help the broader promotion of
rhododendrons.
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