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Nor thwest Flower &  Garden Show 

If you have a passion for gardening and want to join the 
region's top horticultural talent to celebrate Spring, then 
you don't want to miss the 17th Annual Northwest 
Flower & Garden Show. Be the first to see the emerg-
ing trends of the season, get inspired and learn some-
thing new from the industry experts while shopping for 
that special one-of-a-kind gardening gadget. It's all pos-
sible and under one roof at the 2005 Flower Show. 
 
When:  Wednesday – Saturday 9-9 Sunday 9-6 

Where: Washington State, Convention Centre 

For more info: � � � �
 � � � � � � � 
 � �� 
 � �
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Gardenwise – BC Garden 

� Plan summer gardens and indoor seed plant-
ing; order seeds 

� Weather permitting, prune grapes, fruit 
trees, small fruit and late-flowering          
deciduous shrubs 

� Remove heavy snowfall from bushes and 
evergreens to prevent branch damage 

� Water plants under rooflines and close to 
the house, especially in dry winters 

� Spray deciduous trees and shrubs with dor-
mant oil and lime sulphur 

� Clean up beds 
 

GREER GARDENS, INC. 
At last, a deer and elk repellent that really 
works. 
We are hearing great things about this repellent. 
I t does not smell offensive. After 24 hours, it will 
not wash off, which makes it effective for about 3 
months in summer and up to 5-6 months in win-
ter!! 
I t is an all natural product that won’t harm your 
pets or children. Easy, twice-a-year application, 
and it works for all herbivores! 
We have two forms. Both are $24.95 (US) plus 
shipping and handling. 
 
90574 PLANTSKYDD SPRAY — 1 QUART. 
This will treat about 100 plants about 1’ 
high.  
90575 PLANTSKYDD SOLUBLE POW-
DER— 1 POUND. This will treat about 200 
to 300 plants 1’ high and has a longer 
storage life after opening. The best buy. 
 
To order  call toll free 1-800-548-0111. 
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Revision of Plant Hardiness Zones in Canada 
by Craig Clarke 

 
The United States Department of Agricul-

ture released the first plant hardiness zone map for 
North America in 1960.  It was based only on win-
ter minimum temperatures.  Agriculture Canada 
scientists created a similar map in 1967.  The Cana-
dian hardiness zone map was produced from a 
wider range of climatic variables including mini-
mum winter temperatures, length of frost-free pe-
riod, summer rainfall, maximum temperatures, 
snow cover, January rainfall and maximum wind 
speed. 

In 2000, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 
issued an updated and revised map of plant hardi-
ness zones which lays out the different zones where 
various types of trees, shrubs and flowers will 
likely survive.   The updated map was based on 
1961-90 climate data.  The 2000 edition incorpo-
rated modern climate mapping techniques and in-
cluded the effects of elevation, longitude and lati-
tude. 

Changes between the 1967 and 2000 maps 
are most pronounced in western Canada.  In British 
Columbia, the hardiness index has increased by one 
or two sub zones over 70% of the surface area.  
Only in north eastern B.C. did the hardiness index 
decrease or remain unchanged. 

The new hardiness map is divided into 17 
sub zones, ranging from zone 0a (coldest) to zone 
8a (the mildest).  Zone 8a is associated with the sur-
vival of shrubs such as Aucuba japonica and Vibur-
num tinus and native trees such as Arbutus menzie-
sii and the western flowering dogwood Cornus nut-
tallii.  Zone 8a includes Victoria, the Saanich Pen-
insula and Mill Bay area as well as parts of the 
Fraser Valley.  Nanaimo is located in zone 7b. 
I have placed a link from the climate page on our 
club web site to the Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada web page containing both the 1967 and 
2000 editions of the hardiness maps.  

Winter  forecast 
By Craig Clarke 

How will our tender plants fare this winter?  Should 
we have them well protected against a cold snap?  
Of course nobody knows for sure, but it is prudent 
to assume that the temperature will drop to -10°C 
for at least one or two nights during the winter.   
 
The long-range outlook is for normal to above-
normal temperatures.  Environment Canada’s long-
range outlook at the beginning of December called 
for normal temperatures & below normal precipita-
tion in Vancouver and Victoria for the December – 
February period.  The Climate Prediction Center of 
the US National Weather Service Forecast calls for 
slightly above average temperature and below aver-
age precipitation for December through February in 
the Pacific Northwest. 
 
Obviously there can be a couple of days of hard 
frost in an otherwise mild winter as we had last 
year.  The below average precipitation is probably 
of more concern to gardeners because winter is nor-
mally the time to recharge our water supplies for 
the drier months of summer.  Reduced winter pre-
cipitation can result in less water available in sum-
mer both from groundwater basins and from melt-
ing of mountain snows.  According to the BC Gov-
ernment River Forecast Centre, snow packs on the 
Vancouver Island Mountains are well below aver-
age for December.  
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